Missouri Green Schools provides the tools and resources for schools
to set and track environmental, health, and sustainability education goals
that lead to recognitions and cost savings for a wellness focused future

A joint program of

Who is Missouri Green Schools for?
● This tracking and recognition program is for all Pre K-12 schools in
Missouri. Schools can join the program at any time by visiting
missourigreenschools.org There, schools will be able to access a
tracking tool to make their way to recognition.

● Schools with 60% or more free and reduced lunch program have the
opportunity for additional support. This means they have access to
one-on-one support to set goals and track progress. There is also
financial support available for staff professional development through
small grant opportunities.*

Are you interested in becoming a Missouri
Green School?
Savings
Recognition

● All you need is school staff member, like a teacher, principal, or
custodian to take the lead and engage staff with interests in health and
wellness, the environment, or administration.
● Create a green team to lead the way! A strong green team should
include a mix of people, from staff to students - even parents!

Positive
Outcomes

● Identify 2-3 green goals. Missouri Green Schools will help you determine
goals that make a difference for the health of your school environment,
staff, and students.

Professional
Development

● Missouri Green Schools is a free program. In fact, many schools have
found cost savings as a result of making small and big “green” changes.
These savings can be reinvested in educational programming and other
school needs.

Student
Engagement

*At this time, schools in Kansas City and Northwest Missouri are not eligible for extra support.
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Missouri Green Schools is a free tracking and
recognition program designed to help PreK-12
schools in Missouri:
●
●
●

improve the health and wellness of students and staff,
reduce environmental impact and costs, and
incorporate environmental and sustainability education.

Schools can see stronger educational outcomes and reduced costs as a
result of big and small changes that also help the environment. These
changes can happen throughout the school building and grounds, educational
programming, and culture.
The program’s tracking tools and support resources create a pathway for
state and national recognition, including eligibility to be nominated for the
U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools Award.
Creating a green team to lead the way is an important first step! A strong
green team includes a mix of people who serve different roles within the school.
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I’m on the School Board, how can a green team
help me?
● Creating healthy, more efficient schools that work to improve the
surrounding community creates a positive community image while helping
to attract and retain staff.
● Reducing spending on utility bills allows for fiscal resources to be focused on
student learning and achievement.

What are my next steps?
● Connect with the individual who sent you this flyer.
● If your school already has a green team, get involved and lend your
perspective and resources. If not, help to create one.
● Access tools and resources to support you at MissouriGreenSchools.org
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I’m a Teacher, how can a green team help me?
● When students apply their learning to real world situations that are relevant
and meaningful to their lives, education comes to life with real-world,
project-based learning.
● With an integrated curriculum, projects often tie together many subjects
through collecting and graphing data, researching the issue, and
communicating solutions.
● Students view themselves as active citizens and stewards within their
community and the world at large.

What are my next steps?
● Connect with the individual who sent you this flyer.
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● If your school already has a green team, get involved and lend your
perspective and resources. If not, help to create one.
● Access tools and resources to support you at MissouriGreenSchools.org
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I’m an Administrator, how can a green team
help me?
● Getting recognized on a state and national level will bring a sense of
accomplishment and pride to your school community.
● Your students will have the opportunity to affect change and make
decisions in response to real-world issues by participating in service
projects and acting as leaders within the school.
● Sustainable schools have been shown to reduce absenteeism and
improve indoor air quality while increasing student participation and
engagement in class.

What are my next steps?
● Connect with the individual who sent you this flyer.
● If your school already has a green team, get involved and lend your
perspective and resources. If not, help to create one.
● Access tools and resources to support you at MissouriGreenSchools.org
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I’m an Parent or Community Member, how can a
green team help me?
● When students see the real-world connections between their learning and
the community, it creates meaningful opportunities for students to contribute
to their community.
● Many projects are often most successful when they involve the community
and parent organizations through efforts such as maintaining gardens,
reducing transportation emissions, or reducing lunch waste. School
sustainability programs have been shown to increase student engagement
and achievement while reducing absenteeism.

What are my next steps?
● Connect with the individual who sent you this flyer.
● If your school already has a green team, get involved and lend your
perspective and resources. If not, help to create one.
● Access tools and resources to support you at MissouriGreenSchools.org
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I’m a Nutrition Staff Member, how can a green
team help me?
● Students will likely be excited to see what they’ve grown being offered in the
cafeteria and want to buy their lunch.
● Food waste reduction projects reduce costs by utilizing student chosen
menus, share tables, milk dispensers, and reusable serviceware.
● Projects that involve students in growing their own food often encourage
students to make healthier food choices and see the nutrition services at
their school as part of the local economy.

What are my next steps?
● Connect with the individual who sent you this flyer.
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● If your school already has a green team, get involved and lend your
perspective and resources. If not, help to create one.
● Access tools and resources to support you at MissouriGreenSchools.org

With support from

A joint program of

Missouri Green Schools is a free tracking and
recognition program designed to help PreK-12
schools in Missouri:
●
●
●

improve the health and wellness of students and staff,
reduce environmental impact and costs, and
incorporate environmental and sustainability education.

Schools can see stronger educational outcomes and reduced costs as a
result of big and small changes that also help the environment. These
changes can happen throughout the school building and grounds, educational
programming, and culture.
The program’s tracking tools and support resources create a pathway for
state and national recognition, including eligibility to be nominated for the
U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools Award.
Creating a green team to lead the way is an important first step! A strong
green team includes a mix of people who serve different roles within the school.

Savings
Recognition
Positive
Outcomes
Professional
Development
Student
Engagement

I’m a Facility Director, how can a green team
help me?
● Reducing resource use reduces operational costs. The cost savings with
energy projects can often have an estimated payback of a year or less,
especially when paired with utility rebate programs.
● Reducing building energy usage often includes the rightsizing of HVAC
equipment and can extend the life of equipment.
● Improving indoor air quality, increasing daylighting, and reducing building
energy loads create more optimal learning environments and reduce
complaints.
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perspective and resources. If not, help to create one.
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I’m a Custodian, how can a green team help me?
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● Green cleaning practices utilize less toxic chemicals which are better for
your and others’ health and often simplify cleaning processes using fewer
cleaning products.
● When students and staff are involved in projects that increase recycling,
indoor air quality, and a clean outdoor environment, they become
stakeholders in taking care of the building.

What are my next steps?
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● Access tools and resources to support you at MissouriGreenSchools.org
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I’m a Grounds Supervisor, how can a green team
help me?
● Converting traditional landscaping and turf to native landscaping that is
drought tolerant and disease resistant reduces the need for mowing and
irrigation once established.

Professional
Development

● Sustainable outdoor environments support student learning around
pollinators, ecology, and local biodiversity. Outdoor learning directly ties
any classroom concept to real-world problem solving and green career
opportunities.
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● If your school already has a green team, get involved and lend your
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